Fundamentals of prosthetic practice. Part I--The laboratory.
Prosthetic dentistry in general practice produces many challenges for both the newly qualified trainee and the long-standing practitioner. If these challenges are not appreciated, met and dealt with effectively, the dentist may be left disillusioned with his skills and expertise, and stressed at the thought of treating patients requiring dentures. The economic need for rapid treatment while maintaining good standards of work, can result in pressure, and the temptation to 'cut corners' can prove costly. These articles, far from being a definitive text, seek to illuminate some potential problems and to lead the clinician to establish his own solutions in the areas of the laboratory, the prescription, communication and some alternative clinical techniques.